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P A I D  P O L I T I C A L  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

honest Answers To Questions
Many Californians Are 

Asking About Proposition 8 
What does Proposition 8 actually say?

The measure is short and straight-forward. Proposition 8 would add just these fourteen simple words to
the state constitution: “Only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California.”

Didn’t we vote on this issue already?
Yes. The language in Proposition 8 was approved as a statute by over 61% of California voters in
2000. However, the statutory language was overturned this past May by four judges on the California
Supreme Court who legalized same-sex marriage. Proposition 8 puts the very same language already
approved by voters into the state constitution where judges will not be able to tamper with it.

Will gay marriage really be taught in schools unless Prop. 8 is adopted?
Yes. The subject of marriage is required to be taught in 96% of California pubic schools.The
California Department of Education website confirms this. 
Source:(http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/se/sexeducation.asp;http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/se/faq.asp) 
The Supreme Court’s ruling legalizing gay marriage means that same-sex marriage WILL be taught to
children in our schools. In Massachusetts, where gay marriage was legalized, it is indisputable that gay
marriage is taught to second graders. (Parker v Hurley (1st Cir.2008) 514 F.3d 87.)  We should not
accept a court decision that forces gay marriage on young children in California schools just as it is in
Massachusetts.

Is it discrimination against gay and lesbian couples to support traditional marriage?
Not in the slightest. Proposition 8 is about traditional marriage; it is not an attack on gay
relationships. California is the most progressive state in the nation in protecting the rights of gays and
lesbians. Domestic partnerships enjoy the same legal benefits of married spouses. Proposition 8
doesn’t change that. (California Family Code Section 297.5.)

Will Proposition 8 really impact all Californians?
Yes. In legalizing gay marriage, the California Supreme Court declared that gay couples are a
“protected legal class,” elevating the rights of gay couples over those of the rest of Californians. When
the rights of a gay couple conflict with the rights of people who oppose gay marriage on moral or
religious grounds, religious freedoms will lose. The 98% of Californians who are not gay should not
have their religious freedoms and freedom of expression be compromised to afford special legal rights
for the 2% of Californians who are gay.

Is traditional marriage worth protecting? 
Absolutely. Marriage isn’t just a contract between two consenting adults. It is the one institution that
binds men and women to each other and serves as a stabilizing force for families. Redefining marriage
should not be done lightly, or for political purposes.Traditional marriage is the most pro-family
institution in history! While death and divorce too often prevent it, the ideal situation for children
is to be raised by a married mother and father. California should take steps to strengthen families by
strengthening traditional marriage. Proposition 8 is a step in the right direction.

A Yes Vote on Proposition 8 
Restores Traditional Marriage
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